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GETTING SHORTER

SHOP EARLY

Strengthening the City’s Arm

ITY ATTORNEY POLLARD'S opinion in
the matter of suburban land companies’

claims of title to the beds of streets in the |

annexed territory is of enormous importaunce
to Richmond. He holds these reservations
of title to he void. If the opinion is upheld
in the courts, as we assume it will be, it will
place the municipality in a proper position
to negotiate with
their holdings in water and sewerage mains.

The City Attorney recommends investiga-
tion by the Hpgineering Department, to de-
termine, first, whether it is practical to con-
nect these mains with the city systems, pnd,
gecond, how much they are worth. With this

- information in hand, Mr. Pollard says, the

city may make its offers of purchase. 1If the
offers are refused and negotiation fails, the
city will still have the right to lay '.r'ww'
mains. . :

The Times-Dispatch is gratified by this of-
ficial approval of a course it suggested some
days ago.

Another Bandit Disappoints

EADERS must have observed and (aken

occasion to marvel that another Mexli-
can bandit has disappointed every reason-
able expeectation, and stubbornly refused to
fulfill the propheecies made for him by the
administration’s crities. We mean Zapata.

When that horrendous person was abou:
Lo take possession of the City of Mexico it
was announced with confidence that he would
inaugurate a4 reign of loot and slaughter.
Nea. ly evervhbody in the capital, so we were
told, expected to be murdered first und
robbed afterward.

Nothing like that has happened. Zapatn
has kept order. 'There has been no looling
amnd oniy the normal number of assassing-
tiong. Confidence is returning. Villa is on
the outskirts of the city, but there is no ap-
pearance of friction.

‘Would it notab¢ remarkable if these im-
perfectly reformed” outlaws Should
peuce and quiel and what in Mexico passes
for happiness and prosperity to their dis-
tracted land?

Mr. Wilson and Natlonal Defense

BI'JCAUSB President WWilson is opposed to

the sort of hysterieal “investigation' of
this country’'s military preparedness, which
has ‘heen proposed by Representative Gard-
ner and indorsed by all the jingoes in the
land, the shouters and whoopers are starting
already to misstate JMr. \Wilson's position.
He 18 accused, by implication if not directly,
of beiug opposed to every policy of natlonal
defense.

It is quite safe Lo say that is not his atti-
tude. He has said that the nation's mili-
tary condition 18 well understood by all who
are interested in it, 1hat no investigation is
required, and that, even if it were, this is
the worst of all times to make it. e is un-
willing to sacrifice the powerful influence the

United States now exerts in world politics |

#hd its potential capacity to restore peace to
Kurope to an investigation, wholly unnecces-
sary, promiriug nothing, that was concelved
in hysteria, and would be pursued in the same
atmospliere,

This proposed investigation and
counection, the one with the other, despite
the militarists’ eftorts to make them appear
synonymouys, One is a just expression of our
national dignity, in accord with our national
traditions, while the other is a mere noisy
outburst,

Briong the City-Planning Exhibit Here!

THE action of the Finance Committee of

the City Couneil in unanimously tabling
the Mayor's recommendation of an appropria-
tion of 5450 with which to bring to Rieh-
moud the city-planning exhibit of the Ameri-
can City Burean is regrettable in more than
one gspeel,
communication was not even read in the
committee, but that a motion to table it was
unanimougly carried when the subject of
the paper wag anuounced.

It {8 unfortunate that Councilmen should
neither know nor care anything about so
large and important a: municipal subject as
city planning; il is deplorable that a formal

sssssssssnssnsvsssssss O COnty |

ihe land companies for |

restore |

any |
rational system of national defense have no |

It is reported that the Mayor's |

receilved such scant courtesy at the hends of
an important Council committee. 1t' is of
little uso for the Mayor to study civic prob-
lems if his communications to the Council
are to be =0 contemptuously treated.

This elaborate exhibit, which s accom-
panied by a lécturer, was collected with
great care and at great expense., It has
been shown in many places in this country
and abroad, and has always produced good |
results. s : ‘

There are a good many things about city
planning that Councilmen and other citizens
need to 'know. ‘Some of these are to be
learned from tho exhibit Mayor Ainslic has
sought to have brought to Richmond. The
Finance Committee wou'd repuir an affront

to Richmond’'s chief exeeutive and perform

a public service by reconsidering ita action
{ on this question.

——
Public Demand for Pure Milk

HE Board of Health’s warning to dairy-
men supplying Richmond with milk,
calling attention to the requirement that by
September 1, 1915, they must have freed
their herds of all other than tuberculin-
tested cows, is timely and should. be heeded.
It will bo far better for the dairymen to have
| these tosts made now, or at some time in the
|lmmediate future, than wait until the day
when the rule is to go into effect is slmost
on them,

The board showed extraordinary considera-
tion for the owners of dairy cattle when it
allowed so extenddd a period of grace. Such
leniency is unusual, and if any one has a com-
pluint to make it is not theso owners, cer-
tainly.

In a paper read vresterday before the
American Public Health Association, in Bes-
slon at Jacksonville, Fla., Nathan Straus
{ urged thal municipalitics should take over
{ the protection of milk supplies, just as they
i hud been forced to do in the c¢ase of the

communication from the Mayor ‘should bave |

. supplies of water. Milk, he Rointed out, is
| & carrier of the germs of six deadly diseases:
i typhoid, scarlet fever, diphtheria, septle soro
|
|
1
|
|

throat, sumier complaints and tuberculosis.
He declared the citles should eithér assume
the function of supplying milk to consumers
or elso should eslablish municipal pastouri-
zation plants, from which milk in sealed con-
tainers would be furnished to dealers.

Mr. Straus has been a leader in the Ameri-
| can campalgn for pure milk. The milk sta-
| tions he has established In New York have
| saved many lives, and he has given generous-
{ Iy to the cause in many cities throughout the
| country. It ig not necessary to indorse all
| he says to understand the strength of modern
Iinsistence that the milk furnished to oiti-
| 2cns no longer shall be a menace to health
I and even to life.

For Richmond dairymen to fight this move-
{ ment is to stand in their own light. It is as
certain as auything can be that within a few
years at the utmost pasteurization will be
required. The dairymen would do well to |
rend the handwriting on the wall and antici-
pate the demands the public soon will make.

Political Progress in Ohina
N Associated Press report recites (hat
Licutenant-General Wang Chihn Hsing,
one-time prefect of the metropolitan district
in which Peking is situated, has been exe-
cuted because he sold ofiices which were at
his bestowal, and also accepted a “squeeze,”
a termm which would appear to be equivalent
to our own American “graft.” It will thus
be seen that the Chinese are still heathen,
and have advanced very litile along the road
to eivilization.

Porhaps, lowever, the late Mr. Hsing
played the political game with actual cash,
| which is now considered all over the civilized
wosld as rough work, meriting at least
harsh words, if not execution. But if he
dealt in what is pleasantly called ‘honest
graft, thon we repeat that his execution
proves that the Celestial republic has a long

dental nations. :
Iranchises and contracts are now the ac-
cepted medium of exchange in political trans-
actions. The powers behind the political
thrones permit whoever will to have the of-
flces, so long as the fat contracts and fran-
chises find their way into the hands of the
real people. This is the “honest graft’’ in
Lurope no less than in the Americas. The
public officlal who is degraded with a hun-
dred-dollar eye-closer will be sent to prison
it he is caught. The man whose puppet he
| i8 gets & million-dollar contract and is a lead-
| ing citizen, At least, ho used to be, and still
[ is in certain spots of the civilized surface of
| the earth.
China will doubtless change its thorough-
| going ways of dealing with sales of offices

and “squeezes” as it progresses in civiliza-

tion. Honors and places and Justice itself
i have always been spld in the East, and that
] particular folk-way is not to be permanently

changed overnight, particularly when tho
| aim is to approximate the folk-ways of the
{ Western world, part of which still sells peer-
| 2zes in return for heavy contributions to

way to go before it can sizo up with Ocei- |

1 campaign funds and another part of which
i-sells aqueous securities for solid dollars,

* Canada and the Monroe Doctrine

; HEORETICALLY, Mr. Taft {8 doubtless
right in stating that if Canada Were in-

| vaded by German troops there would be no

i teehnical violation of the Monroe Doctrino,

{ under which no Iuropean power would be '

. permitted to acquire new territory in the
Western Ilemisphere. Canada is very much
; at war with Germany, and, academically at
| least, is as properly lable to invasion a8 any
other part of the British empfire.
But whatever tho theory may be. in prac-

]

try would sit back erlmly and see Canada oc-
cupied by the ‘Germans., 1f they once got
in there we do not suppose that anyhody be-

lfeves that they would get out again of their
own lee will

cellent neighbor, speaking our
thinking our thoughts and pretty
| we are in ideals and rules of conduct. <. Be-
| sides, Canada was British before the Monroe
. Doetrine existed. As a part of a vietorious
German empire, however, Canada might well
, cense lo ho cither a desirgble or tolerable
‘ neighbor. We might have to build big fort-
rosses nlong our northern frontier and keep
it heavily guarded against a sontherly- ex-
-pansion of Kultur,

Football only killed twelve this Qeason.
which ' does not include. several thousand
| broken Yale and North Caroline hearts,

That Chicugo man who married a girl be-

cause she could cook probably refers to her
as his Lill of fair.

The original of Little Lord Fauntleroy was

married the other day., Doubtless after a
hair cut. :

i is 1 . - |
tice it is not quite impossible thal this coun ! marrlagzes

i defense’ than all the howitacrs and mortary and

As a self-governing part of |
the British empire, Canada hag been an ex- |
language,

much like |

| westorn, front a simple

Punishment.

For the full subjdgation of
. Tan; ’
Her thought is to rise, {
. With her sex, to the slclas,
And leave him to cooli—if he
can.

, . 'The Peapimint Says:
“This world is byt a fleoting show"—ull except
the bills from our creditors, which are more in
theo nature of & continuoua performance,

Falr Warning.
She—Will you love me when my hair turns
gray?
He—TYes, but not 1f it should happen to turn
sllvery-green or Titiin red, or any of the other
modern shades.

Fond of Engravings. A
Grubbs—Who Is your favorite artist?
Stubbs—The gentleman who designs Uncla

Sam’'s $20 gold certificates.

Defunitions. :

Your Son—A normal boy, with youth's natural
inclination to mlschlef and high spirits.

The Other Kellow's Bon—A young brigand,
without gentla instincets or proper rearing;
certain to wind up In jail unless his destructive
tendenciesa are sternly checked. el

Your Candldate—A brilllant and unselfish
statesman, devoted. to his country's good, a
patriot. <

The Other Candldate—A. chéap’and blatant
demagogue, dealing in political . gold bricla,
(Sce Judas Jlscariot and Beuedict Arnold.) -

Your Rellgion<=The carefully consldered and
maturely formed convietions of an earnest
thinker; the.essontlal truth.

Somebody  Wlec's Hellgion—The unhappy
herltagd of a falas environment; shackles that
logie cannot break; the darknesa of orror.

Higher Education, :

Famlly Friend—Ilow ia your daughter pro-
gressing at collegoe?

Tond Mother—Excellently. Sha is captain of
the basketball team, leader of the Banjo Club,
champlion tango dancer and sergeant-wl-arms of
the FEqual Buffrage Louague. After Christmas,
ahe rather thinks sho will do a lttle something
wilh English, algebra or houschold ctonomy.

A Canaml.
Reportd that marrlage licenses
Must puy a war-tline tux
Wero epread abroad by bachelors
TWho acught Lo *seape the as.
THE TATTLEER.

l ' Chats With Virginia Editors

liditor Iinight gives it as Lis opinion: “"Read-
ing the mnews from JMoxlco must be a rather
pleasint occupation for
Villa gets a great deal more satisfaction out of
news, howaver, and he isn't that sort of educated
Eon of a gun that can read hard reading,
et

Already tha vigilant Bditor Charles i, Iughex
is calllng in a loud volce to the Goneral As-
sembly for a square deal for the people in the
matter of revising the Stale's tax code, Just as
If he didn't expect to get it. In an ecditorial
in his Clarke Courier he beats the drum, blaros
the bugle and hangs out red llghts, metaphori-
cally speaking, and warns the lawmalking body
agalnet—being “controlled.” 1In conclusion, he
says: “And we want to warn all parties that
there muet not be “cerlain influences” at worle
in 1215 If we expeoct to galn anything fair to
all the people” Mditor Hughes ovidently be-
Heves that the Leglslature may be implicitly
relied upon to do what- it gﬂee,

“A contemporary tells us ‘the newspapeors can
darive evil from our clties’” says the Norfolk

Virginian-Pilot, and ridicules the assertion
quoted. We don't know Norfolk intimately,

but we daresay the journalistic IHercules who
cleuns out the Augean stables in that man's
town will be somo shoveler.

The Charlottesville Progress objects to “Hall!
Iall! the Gang's All llere!” as a pacan of vie-
tory for the University of Virginia students,
and suggests a .change in the Intercat of dig-
nity and decorum, saying: “Now that the atli-
lotic fevor hes subsided In A& moasure, can't
Bome one write a better song of defiance and
triumph than the one used by the. students ‘of
the Unlversity of Virginla with the tough re-
frain, What the hell do we care?
to and score of that popular opus are assuredly
not so edifylug as the words and musle of the
old familiar “Our Qoal Is On High"

Says the Newﬁort Newa TI'ress: “Newport
Newa Ilnumches a new enterprise to-day. I1Mor
A long time we have beon talking of an agri-
cultural fair in thls comimunity, and now the
proposel lias talien definite form. TYou will ba
gurprised at the fne epacimens of agriculture
at the Indoor IMalr!" The prospectus further
shows that wall flowers, deadbeate and “nuts”
aro Mot among the ontrles.

The Peteraburg Index-Appeal suggests: “With
Czar, Kalser and two Kings with thelr armies,
one can't lolp thinking that if Their Aajesties
could be got out Into m {en-acre lot and sect
to elhooting at each other & very happy means
of ending the war would be hit upon' The
plan ls, of courss, impracticable. Cearg, Kalsers
and Kings are notorlously bad shots, The war
will last long enough as It is now waged.

Current Editorial Comment

The notion that the war tax

c, rar "1 was meant Lo cover marriage

o WarGTaX licensn certifieates and burden
Placed on cach couple with a 10-cent con-

Marringes  tribution to I'nele Sam's ex-

chequer, may lhave had some

Justification in ithe wording of the law aa to

“all other certificates,” Yet excellent judgiment
is shown by the puthoritles in Washington in
thelr forma! ruling that marriage llcensss ahall
not be taxed. We don't imagine for a moment
that any Américan bent on matrimony ever wus
geared offs by an extra dime in the cxponse line,
Americans are not built that way, But Federal

nagelng might have Irritatad the temper of
many a bridegroom, novertheless, and that
would have been r very unfortunate eoffect.

Tnele Bam looks, and ought to lvok, benevolently
on his aephews and nlcces. And he s shrewd
cnough to understand that good, wholesome
are morn Important to natlonal

submarines and aoroplanes and

battleships in
hig possogsion.

e regards the infantry branch

a@ worthy of all oeohcouragement.—Broollyn
Bagle, |

The present European war has

Military been remarkable for the mor-

Autocracy tallty among offlcers, A military

2 cxpert recently stated that the

-‘f_eﬂﬂfeﬂ propertion of Tiritish ofMcers

killad and wounded was scveral
thnes g greab as-in any previous war, A shmllav
report comes from Irance, and the Berliner
Nuchrichten says the campaign has greatly re-
duced the supply of officers. Jlesides the loss on
the battlefields, it gays, many have beon affectad
by nervous troubles, and have beén unabla to
remain in activa service, At many points on tha
lieutenant
foread to command two or three companles, and

. the German Alinister of War Iy making extra-

ordinary efforts to {ill the vacancles ameng the
ofiicors, We have heard much about the, tyran-
nies of the QGerman military autocracy, the
growing up of a class of rulers by the sword
fupposedly powerful onough to dlotate the
policles of the emplre. In France also a military
alique has been credited with Immense Influence
In all governmental matters, and it is not noces-
sary to go back many yeodrs to be convinased
that the storles havo possessed some founda-
tlon, 1While lese obtrusive, there has been a
military aristocracy, If not autooracy, In Great
Britain that has heen .viewed with growing
distrust by a considerabls portion of the popu-
. ~

| 1ation.

A fair suftrageto has a plan:

Huerta these days' |

The libret- |

has beon

lation. The removel of such a large numb
officers hy bullets und disease opens an oppor-
tunity to those of lower rank who, nccording
thelr own theory, hava besn held down by the
arrogance and projudice of their superiors and
tho pursuance of & conslstent poticy to dlstribute

tho members of a certain class. It is '‘mpparent
that the lleutenant, In an omergency oalled upon
Lo take vommund of several companios, if ho
proves of the right stulf, should not have to
wait long for hls coloneloy. Thé'day when overy

rivate soldlor carrics o fleld tnarshal's baton
n his knapsack may not have arrived, but the
chances for promotion evidently were naver so
argat as just now.—Plttsburgh Gazctte-Tinon

War -News Fifty Years Ago

(Ifrom the Richmond Dispateh, Dec. 5, 1864.)

The negro pickots w’ho g0 incansed Goneral
Plekett's men u fow days ago have bsen with-
drawn from tho Ifederal lines down the river,
and white pickets of the Pennsyivania variety
have been put in their place, There i3 no funrther
trouble about {t, :

The only news th:tt‘. comes from Poteraburg
reports all qulet along the whole lino, and that
belng Jjust now a very Jndefinite proposition,
more Informatlon was.d8ked for last evening,
and It turned out that some private soldiers had
something mere to give out. A Dispatch reporter
caught- one=rof théss cavalry 'roporters of the
-sefond degrep kind, one of tho unreliable kind,
and from him "learned that a brigade of the
Yankeo cavalry suffered defeat last night with
some considerable losses of army nccoutrements,
cte. This report requires confirmation,

Thero is nothing of general intereat from the
outer lines of Petersburg since the untimely
death of General Gracio, which, as already ro-
ported, occurred last Trldav. His funeral wiil
take place from Bt. James's Eplecopal Church
this atternoon,

General
Creelk and PMedmont, In the wenatern section of
Virginla, whereln he captured many stores, and
in many waya dirabled the enemy's transporta-
tion service, are to bo highly cornmended. The
War Departmént is awaiting hls full report.
In the moantime, the newspaper reports ers all
to Roasser'a good,

There s a good deal of cheering along all of
the linea concérning Rosser's exploits in the
Vaullay. The old vets know very woll that If
Roseer had not mado that rald with lkenapsacks
burned behind Wim, he could never habs gotten
there. Tho fact that he dld get thers is moms
evidence that he and his men will come back
with moro than the guota of knapsacis. A lot
of the boys aro walting for the now Lnapsacis,

Tho only report we have from the Richmond
lines i= to the cffect that the eightecnth efrort
of the Vederal army I8 to make hn attempt to
recross the James River to make a junction
with their comrades on the other side, Tho
lutest information from the front i that they
fulled to make the corinectlon. And yet there
were some mighty nice llttle Tankee boys in
that new contlngent, and, as a~matter of faot,
thoy ought to-have gotten there safely. Ileaven
grant that they did not. I
The killing of General Gracie was aspoclally
sad. He had no business out on the lines, hut
o sald he must go out dnd sec how “the boys
were doing.” While he wab looking after the
boys and their way of doing things u stray shell
came along, and that was the end of General
Gracie. A better man never served, and a leny
mightier one might have bnen better spared.

The local markets yesterdany were very active,
there being a good lot of country produce ready
for sale. Chlckens were very scarce, nnd
turleys wore hard to find, There WS an
wbundance of fresh Leef and a gromt deal of
pork, and such vegetables as were in SOAHOD—
turnips, onions and cabbage, for Instance—wers
much irn evidence, butatho holders of the samo
demanded very extortlorate prices, and kept up
the demand until the going down of the sun
admonished them that the day's business was
about over, and then they loosened up and

aold out what they liad left at something llke
decent figures,

The Voice of the People

Pennlona for Rallroad Employes.
To the Editer of The Times-Dispntch:

Sir,—A plan of retiring ol omployves oan
pensions, and of extending rellef in case of
#ecldents and sickness, will be established
January 1, 1816, by the New York, Philadelphia
and Norfolk Itailroed and the Capa Charles
Rallroad Companiea.

This plen of taking cure of faithful employes
in their old age provides that the entire penslon
shall be pald by the company. EHvery employa
must netire at tho ago of saventy, 1In ¢aso of
rhysical diszabillty at the age of slxty-five, the
i cmploye may be rotired. The pension nmounts
| to 1 per cent of the average salary or wWage

for the ten yeurs previous to retirement, multl-
plied by the number of years the man has been
in the employ of the company.

Thus, If any employe has been in the aervice
of tho company for forty wvears, unfd has re-
calved on an average for: the last ten yoars
§60 per month I{n regular wages, his penslon
allowance would bo 40 par cent of 300, or 914
per month,

The new pension fund is modeled after thoso
in existence on the Pennsylvania lines cast and
west of Pittsburgh.

The rellef department to be established by
the abova railroads is patterned after the Penn-
#ylvania Rallroad's reliof department, whioh hus
heen In exlstence mince 1888, Tt affords em-
ployeas eceldent, health end 1fe insurance
chicaper and as safo as they can securae from
ovutsido insurance companies, JOHN BARGH.

Cape Charles, Va.,, Novembar 30, 1014,

The Bright Side of Life

Reason for Present Fashions.
“Kipling says that a woman is only 2 woman,
but & good clgar Is a amoke.” .
“That must be what I8 ocmusing o woman to
emulats tho cigar. Have you noticed her pana-
tella shapo?'—Boston Advertiser.

Impousible,

janlk Teller (politely)—I'm #drry, madam, but
I cannot cash your check. You must bring I
=29me ono to identify you; that s, some ofic who
is lenown to both of us.

Falr Customer (loftily)—Indeed! T am sure
our eoclal spheres are entirely too distinet for
auch & thing to be posaible.—Life.

Unrellable,

Bix—*"1 see thero's a report from Hollund that
concrote hases for German cannon have bheen
found thare,

“Dix—"Don't belleve a word ¥ou hear from
Holland. The geograpliy savs it is a low-lving
country."—Boston Tranacript.

Length of Day,

What is the -latest sunrigse and the earliest
sunsct hora? . B. 8,

Astronomically—all local conditions of elava-
tion and obstruction bLelug disregarded—the
latest sunrise at the Jatitude of Michmond 18, on
Deacember 50th, 26 minutes 19 secondsa after 7.
The ecarliest, sunsat i{s, on Deécomber Gil, 49
minules 11 seconda after 4. Tho dally variation

changea so that the “longest day,” roughly
calculated for the purpose of the ordinary
almanae, might be almost any day ULetween

these lmits, \

The Day Ts Donme,
Readifrom somo humbler poet,
Whose songs gushed from his heart,
Ax phowers from the elouds of sumier,
Or tears from the eyelids start;

Who, through long days of labor,
And nights devold of ease,

5till heard in hls scul the music
Of wonderful melodiss,

Such songs have power to quist
The restlesa pulse of care,
And come like the bansdletion
That follows after prayer.

Then read from the treastred veolume
The poem of thy cheice, A
And Jend to the rhivme bf the poet
© The beauty of thy voice. s

And the night shall be filled with music,
. . And the ceres ti\at infest the day
Shall fold their to 1ike the Arabs,
And as silently ste

Ay, .
~—Longfellow.

the positions of honor and roupnnstblllp' among,

Ttosmer's Dbrilliant exploits 'at New'
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One of the Day’s Best Oartoons. -
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PROTECTION

OF GAME IN VIRGINIA

By WILLIAMS TODD,
Presideni Game and Game Flah Protectlve Asscciatlivn,

tom In the States of the Unlon in fits
gime protection. This means that for-
ty-four States are guarding thelr not-
ural resources In this respect, better
than we, and that only three are so
negligent. This is not very creditable,
but it Is true. YWe hozst of o good many
things here in the Old Dominlon, and
one {8 our obscrvance of law.
facing the truth, or are we deceiving
ouraselven?

There might be some excuse for such
a situatlon if Virginln wero sltuated
B8 some Siates are (as Connecticut or

liemmed In by civillzation that the

possiblo except by artificlal

and has always been one of the great-
o8t natural wintering grounds for mi-
gratory birds, such as ducks and geese,
on the continent. With the exception

perhapa of Texus, the Eastern Shore of
Virginia, Baeckk Day and Currituck
Bound, winter more aquatic bird life

States,

fields for quail and upland game.

Why la Virginla, with Jis traditions
for great things, go uncivillzed In game
pretection! From  those who lhave
Atruggled po patiently and unselflshiy
for betler game laws and their en-
forcement, the answer comes:

Firat—A discouraging apathy from
the goenera! publie, who take little in-
terest,

Becond—Local prejudices agalinst the
Stutes interfering in  such matters.
This scems pecullar to Virginia,

dividuals or companies making revenue
through the killing of game. _These
are the mctive people agalnet chicient
gime laws.

Difcalt to Create Understanding,

It i3 no casy task to make peaple
take game protection serlously.

ure In the Interest of sportumen or lhe
idle few. “Thoy refuse to conslder that
sport 18 only an Incldent—that the con-
servation of bird life is of incalculable
vialue to the Tfarmer in the destruction
of bugs and worm life. Why, this was
tho duly of the bird In the scheme of
existence, if you bellave In such a
scheme. He was put on earth for this
purpose, and if he is destroyoed our one
great protoction against the ‘Insect
pest Is gone. This, * believe, s not
open to nrgument.

Further, I one looks at
Amerfoan way, fhat of
oeute, Virginia now
from Ita great natural resources of
game and gamo flsh. Conslder what
olher Statea nre dolng. JMualne has ex-
cellent game Igpws and enforces them.
Through its nonresident license tax it
socures  revenue enough to support

it In the
dollars and

wardans, receiving
month and expenses,
for fire protection, and in addition turnse
inte the State trensury cach wvear n
handsome uwurplus. ¥ar more impor-
tant than thir ia that becanse the gamae
is protected, It Is Increasing—there are
mora mooks and deer in AMalne to-day
than there were (Ifty years ago—so
mora sportesmen and tourlsts are golng
there, until the revonue in money left
in the Stuate by its thousands of tour-
Ists is second only to its lumber inter-
ostg, If one should attempt to destroy
their system of gamo protectlon a
wave of oppositlon would arise much
as would develpp in Virginia at an at-
tempt to dostroy our tobacco business.
Hoth are commercinlly sound proposi-
tions, and pay.

Alabama. has recently adopted a sim-
flar system. Through itg hunting -
‘cenges und fines alone, it has turned into

about 860 per

penses, a net profit so far of over $30,-
oon.

It is efrimated that $16.000,000 is
gpent annually In Califoernia In pur-
- auit of game. Shmilar llgures can be
pecurtd from dozmens of Statea. Ilow
about Virginia?

No Salarled Game Wardenw,

There 8 not & salaried game war-
don Iu the employ of the State, Thers
is n $10 nonresident licenwe;. yot, bo-
cause wo have mo paid official to ocol-
leet it, T have the authority of the
Auditor of Public Accounts to say that
the revenus to the State treasury ln
1914, from this source amounted to
$1562, Meanwhile, wild game and fish

aro vanigshing at an alarming rate,

Virginla should havo s good a reve-

nuo' from this source as Alalne. It

geots no revenuo |

a forest patrol!

the Stdate troasury, after paying all ex- |

Ars we |

| sente the State's Interference {n a

[

propagation of game ia well-nigh tm- |

]

than any othar Ilke area in the United who devotes hia
In additlon; think of the acres P Htudy,
of unoccupied lands and broom straw laws all over tho State instecad of the

T mdtest
Third—The strong oppssition by in-, line

]

They |
clioose to consider it ns a spscial niens-'| bill or & man actively lobbylng against

|

4

1

Virginia stands fourth from the bot-| shiould have a much greater revenus

than Alubama, for It has mors natural
feeding grounds for bird life ahd ix
nearer the great centres that draw
#portsmen and tourists,

in the matter of local prejudice
there ytill exluts w bollaf thet theé wila
Eame on land should he the' proparty
of the owner to kill as he seeoa fit.
Strunge a4 thik may seermn and primi-
tive as the idea fis, It still exista here
In Virginia. A very ostimahble gentle-
mun, standing Ligh in the ecrvice te
this Htate, of exctaplary character, and
known to many readers of this prper,
belleves that the quall on hls farm
is his juat as his poultry is, and re¢-

“ne

ter lie considers purely private.

New Jerscy), so thlckly asettled and!caso was actually brought inte n Nor-

folk gourt mome time ago, by A man
arrcsted for killing game out of sea-
Aun on hiis own farm. Ie, of courxe,

menane. | Jost his sult, and the incldent is mene
Jut Virginia 18 not thlck ulated  tloned only as llustrating a sentiment
2 Vite : ckly, populato ['whielh must always he opposed to any

game protection, The same local pre-
Judice leaves to county supervisors a
fiuestion of onen séasons and game pro-
tection.  Why leave to county super-
vigors o matter which is mo vitally Im-
pertant to tne whole Hiate? Would it
nol be better to leave game protection
to u Btate commissioner, a specla)ist,
whole time to its
and who will evolve uniform

Jumble of open seasons as now exist-
ing, and the many loopholea ofr thel:
evadion? For example, a good State
lave wny passed in 1912 for tha pro-
tection of fish west of the Blue Ridge,
and then nine out of tho countles af-
fected were excepled from the actlon
of the law, Why pass the law at all?
The rlvers which contaln the filsh flow

through both tho! protectad and the
tnprotected counties, and why pro-
teet figh

in ona section of the otrean:
f he i# to be hooked, netted or dyna-
vhen ha passes sn imaginery
into another county? ]
Opponition v Sclfishuess,

It has heen s=aid thut there can be
no possilble grounds for oppositien to
game protection except —esllishness.
This thouglt is worthy of copsidera-
tlon. 1L 1eana that when You Ee8
lextslator opposing o reasonable garme

it, that the legislator represents o con-
stituency who are, or the lobbyist him-
gell 18, profiting by thd killlng or sale
of game. It means that he is not op-
poeing the blll for thoe genoral weal
of the Commonwealth, but for the mat-
ter of dollars and cents to some pri-
vate individuals, It means this be-
caure no legltimate argument can be
advanced agalnst the protection of a
dtate’'a rosources, The market hunter
and the commission merchant who buys
his bag, cannot possibly have a stand-
ing in the court of publiec opinion, be-
causo the idea thut there is onough
zame left in Virginia for any one to
attempt to make o livelihood through
fts destruction Is ohsurd. It is so

| absurd that opposition from this source

| is usually hidden.

The very knowledge

L of such opposition would coudemn i1t

1
gameo commisgloners, a force of game |

yeason

ns purely mercenary and selflsh, Teat
exists, and, fo the real reaspn for
Virginia's deplorable conditlon to-day.

The tme has passed In  Virginia
when gamo ean he killed for profit if
we would prevent ity practical exline-
tion. e who desires gamo on his
table must kill it for himself, Tie can-
not pay somq one else to do it for
him,  Our best Btate law Is that which
forblds the sale of quail and grouse.
It is cflective because it removes the
for mame destructlon. There
Is no use killing for market If there
is no market, This law should be ex-
tended to embrace all gamo birds. Game
is not used to reduce the cost of iiv-
ing through furnishing a food supply.
It is g0 cxpeunsive that only the pros-
perous can buy it. Purchaeed gojne in
used not, 0 much in feeding am In
overfesding, 1It“s a fact, proven eften
in our own experience, that any spe-
cies of bird or mammal killed for
money-making purposes, is eventiually
wiped out of exigtence—remember tha
buffale, the Leaver, the prairie chleken,
of the Mississippi Valley, the liskimo
curlew and the wild plgeon.

<. The cheap gun—thoro are flve men

owning guns to-day where thore was
one fifteen years ago—the. increasing
love for outdoors, which is drawing
more Americans each year afleld with |
rod and gun, and the automobile, which
has so shortened distances—~those, witl .
the market hunteérs, have driven our
game and game flsh Into their last
ditch, where they must surely he an-
nihilated unless the strong arm of the
Htato comes to their assistance, If you
think this prophecy is thet of a the-
orist, compare the amount of game fifs
teen yoars mngo with that of to-day—
compare your average bag fiftsen yvours
ago, if you are a sportsman, with youy
bag this fall. Ts any furthep Sargus
ment necessary? - :




